
We are now in the second half of 2010 and where has the 

time gone? 

This past month I had the opportunity to work with two 

different teams.  One new team from Puerto Rico that came 

to do some work on the Juan Eulogio church, which is a 

small 50 member country church.  The team was able to buy 

new materials to build an office and the first bathroom for 

the church as well as pour a concrete floor over three quar-

ters of the sanctuary. Previously they had only a dirt floor.  

What a blessing for the congregation to have these new 

facilities available to use! Praise God. 

The second team was the Gibson Corners UMC team that 

visits every year.  This year marked the first year of classes 

for the new school. The floors are tiled, walls are painted, 

and the students are attending.  There is still a lot of work 

left to do to complete the school so please pray for the 

school as the new Ecuadorian leadership team will be mov-

ing forward to run the school.  

 I am excited to see the Lordõs work being done here and please pray for future teams as I am inviting 

and sharing missionõs opportunities with churches and organizations.  Please feel free to contact me 

concerning the opportunities available here in Santo Domingo.  I am putting together different mis-

sionõs trips and praying that the Lord will bring the workers.  The harvest is ready, ARE YOU? 

          Brian 

The Harvest Is Ready 
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 Follower or Fan? 

About a year ago a good friend of mine gave me a book to read called Story, by Steven James. I 

started reading it little by little and then just in the past few weeks I decided to read it in a more 

in-depth way. Each night I would read a chapter and ponder over the words, dwelling on them, 

letting them sink in. 

Well, I came to the chapter called òVagabondsó and it penetrated into the very depths of my 

inner soul. I read it and reread it two times it was such a revelation to me.  I had never actually 

thought of my relationship with Jesus or that of other believers in this way. Let me explain. 

James starts this chapter with a verse from the bible, one we are familiar with, in Mark 1:16-18. 

In this particular verse Jesus is talking to his disciples and telling them to òCome, Follow me and I will 
(Continued on page 2) 
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òWhen Jesus 

calls us to follow 

Him he simply 

states, 

 òFollow  me.ó   

make you fishers of men.ó  

Jesus isnõt asking them he is 

telling them to follow him. 

He continues to explain to 

us in this chapter that Jesus 

doesnõt want òfansó, 

òadmirersó, he says follow 

me. Not, Hey! Join my fan 

club and stand back and 

admire me from a distance.  

James truly feels that most 

òChristiansó are mere ad-

mirers of the Lord. They 

know all about Him, yet 

they donõt òknowó Him at 

all. 

Letõs look at a rock band or 

your favorite musician. You 

love their music and maybe 

how they perform and sing. 

Hey, maybe you go or 

would go to every concert 

because you think they are 

just awesome. You sing 

their songs, have their post-

ers, know everything about 

them, yet in reality you 

donõt know them. You are a 

fan, an admirer. You stand 

back and watch them per-

form but you wouldnõt actu-

ally drop everything in your 

life to follow them, to sacri-

fice your comfortable life-

style to go everywhere they 

went or called you to. No 

way! You just admire the 

band and love them from a 

distance. 

When Jesus calls us to fol-

low Him he simply states, 

òFollow me.ó  Where does 

it take us? Down the road 

Follower (Continued from page 1) to the cross. It is at this 

cross where old lives, old 

selves, and old priorities are 

put to death. (James 2006)  

When Jesus calls us to fol-

low him He says it as more 

of a command and yet an 

invitation as well He isnõt 

going to force you to follow 

him. How many people do 

you know actually were 

forced by Him kicking and 

screaming and drug down 

the road yelling, òNo, I 

donõt want to follow you. 

Stop I donõt want to go with 

you to the cross!ó No. It is 

an option, but when we do 

choose he commands us. 

Not all who he invites actu-

ally follow him. They realize 

that it is costly to follow 

Him.  They start out with 

good intentions but end up 

turning back.  They canõt 

handle the sacrifices in-

volved along the way. 

Many churches today see 

Christianity as a marketing 

campaign, (James 2006) they 

talk about all the rewards 

and great stuff that comes 

with following Christ. But 

Jesus never did that. He 

talked about the sacrifices 

and how hard it would be. 

In Luke 14:33 message Bible, 

He says, òSimply put, if 

youõre not willing to take 

what is dearest to you, 

whether plans or people, 

and kiss it good-bye, you 

canõt be my disciple.ó   To 

follow Jesus is hard. It may 

cost you relationships, 

dreams, comfort, time, eve-

rything. 

To find people who are 

willing to give up everything 

for Jesus is a hard thing to 

find. Most people are willing 

to give up some things. They 

give up some possessions, 

some money, some time, 

some dreams, some of the 

heart, but never truly give it 

all to Him.  Jesus however, 

never accepts half, he only 

accepts the whole thing. If 

you and I arenõt 100% for 

him then we are for the 

devil. We are for Satan and 

his lies. 

He isnõt interested in fans 

and admirers. He never has 

been and he never will be. 

That is why his invitation 

wasnõt òAdmire me.ó It was, 

òFollow me.ó(James 2006). 

That is why Jesus was so 

blunt to the crowds of peo-

ple he spoke to. He didnõt 

want huge fan clubs or peo-

ple standing in the distant 

admiring Him. He wanted 

people who were willing to 

give it all up for Him, to 

follow Him to the cross and 

experience a spiritual revo-

lution. 

Following Jesus will cost us 

so much. It may be painful, 

difficult, and at times confus-

ing. But He calls us to follow 

Him.  What will you do? 

Will you continue to admire 

Him and be His fan or will 

you give it all up for Him?  

Decide. 

  Tricia 
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Hello everybody howõs it going? 

Iõm doing pretty good! This 

month has been very busy. I 

have been making a lot of new 

jewelry and selling it. And my 

friend and I have been practic-

ing a lot for a magic show that 

we were going to put on. We 

did it Saturday the 26th. It 

turned out ok. It wasnõt the 

best because one boy, who was 

supposed to be the announcer, 

had an asthma attack about an 

hour before the show.  But 

praise God he is oaky. So I had 

to be the announcer and we all 

had to open and close the cur-

tains and stuff like that. But it 

turned pretty good, it wasnõt so 

bad. The people liked it. 

This month is also busy because 

I have some tests in school this 

week so I have to do some 

studying.  The subjects Iõm not 

very good at are science and 

social studies because I canõt 

remember the big, long, weird 

names of people and things like 

that. But Iõm doing pretty well 

so far. I have 2 more tomorrow 

and 2 more Wednesday 

(Writing this Monday 28th.) 

The missionary team from New 

York State also came down and 

I was able to go with them and 

help them do a vacation bible 

school in a church here in Santo 

Domingo. It was fun! They all 

said I saved the day because 

they donõt know much Spanish. 

So I had to read the lesson and 

the bible story. And we also 

sang 3 different songs. The kids 

all loved it and had a great time! 

That same day they came to 

our house to eat dinner and 

just visit. We all had a great 

time. 

Well, I guess thatõs pretty much 

everything that happened in a 

month, so very busy and excit-

ing. So I will say bye for now 

and I will talk to you all next 

month and tell you all whatõs 

going on down here in Ecuador. 

So bye then. Ttyl. 

                 Shana 

 

Shanaõs joke of the month:  
A fruit farmer hired two new 

workers for his fields, but before 

he sent them out for the day's 

work, he told them he had just 

one rule: don't steal any fruit. 

The two agreed to obey the rule. 

 

After the day was over, the two 

workers came in to report to the 

farmer. He asked them if they 

had stolen any fruit, and immedi-

ately their conscience forced 

them to tell the truth. 

 

"Yes, we did. We ate some 

when we got hungry," they said. 

 

The farmer replied, "Ok, here is 

your punishment. I want each of 

you to go pick ten of your favor-

ite fruit and come back to me." 

 

The men couldn't believe their 

ears. This seemed more like a 

reward than a punishment! 

 

After fifteen minutes, the first 

thief came back with ten 

cherries. The farmer 

promptly told him that as part 

of his punishment, he would 

have to stuff each cherry up 

his nose. The thief was upset 

about this, but he knew he 

had done wrong, so he 

slowly began to push the 

cherries up his nose one by 

one. 

 

As he was working on the 

third cherry, he began to 

laugh hysterically. The 

farmer asked him, "What's so 

funny?" 

 

The thief replied, "The other 

guy is out there picking wa-

termelons!" 

The Juan 

Eulogio 

church 

before 

the con-

struction 



Address: 

Ubi. Jardines Del Toachi  

Casa #7 de la Manzana 13 

Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas, Ecuador 

 

Mailing Address: 

Brian Kurtich 

casilla 17-24-342 

Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas, Ecuador 

Phone within Ecuador: 094705544 

Phone from the USA: 01159394705544 

E-mail: emoutreach@gmail.com 

Ecuador Mission Outreach is a Christian Mission-

ary family that has a calling from the Lord to live 

and serve Him in Santo Domingo Ecuador, by 

breaking through the darkness and bringing the 

light and hope of Christ to this land.  

Matthew 5:16  

̆In the same way, let your light shine before men, 

that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

«ÆÙÍÊ×dÎÓdÍÊÆÛÊÓṙdd 

Please pray for each member of the  

family -  

Brian, Tricia, Cain, Shana, Xavier.  

Ecuador Mission Outreach  

òI desire to do your will, O my God;  

       your law is within my heart."  

Psalm 40:8 

P a g e  4  

The church we attend here ñ   

Iglesia de Dios òManantial de Vidaó 

Cainõs future 

Safety and security of our Family. 

For our friends here and there 

My friend Betsy for a complete 

healing  from a C-section 

For my (Tricia) cousins twins, 

continue growth and well-being. 

For the finances and wisdom in 

deciding if we can go home for 

Christmas 

Healing in marriages 

Safety for all the kids who are on 

Please take a look at the 

prayer requests and we ask 

that you will seek the Lord 

on how to pray for each 

request and area.  We 

know the power of prayer 

and all we do is only be-

cause of the prayers of His 

people interceding on our 

behalf. 

 

Prayer requests 

Continual prayer for our financial 

situation 

For our home in Oil City to sell 

summer break 

Our son Xaviõs language delay 

and other developmental delays 

 

�6�K�D�Q�D�·�V���S�U�D�\�H�U���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V�������� 
That our house in the U.S.A. 
will sell.  
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